The Five Ages
of Rothley
Parish Church




Copies of an A4 sized printed version of this booklet are

available for £5 on application to the Church Office.

A simple timeline guide to the Parish Church

through more than a Millennium
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Periods of Church & Parish History Timeline
SAXON PERIOD

Befae the Naoman Conquest

NORMAN and MEDIEVAL PERIOD

1100 to about 1560

ELIZABETHAN ERA

1560 to 1837 - The English Protestant Church

l The Richard Burton Era 1837-1909

INTO THE MODERN ERA

After 1909

The cover image shows Norman stonework at the foot of a south aisle column. It is part of
the first wall built in the early 1100s when the Normans created the Nave.

Image courtesy of Adrian Witcombe
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The Saxon Cross Shaft in the
churchyard reminded the
passer-by in the century
before 1066 to respect the
Christian faith over against the
pagan beliefs of Viking culture.

The great Norman survey of 1086,
The Domesday Book, stated that
before the conquest, ‘King Edward
held the Manor & Soke of Rodolig,
and that a priest was here’. That
priest would have had a simple
building like this on this site.

Image courtesy of Adrian Witcombe
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RODOLEI;'RothIe'\'/’s'ehtry in the DomesdaV__B_éBk,- 1086 -

As Lord of the Manor, the
King held sway over a ‘Soke’,
a group of 22 settlements
east of the River Soar.
Rothley Church had a
‘Minster’ or mother church
role over this extended
parish and the simple chapels
in five of these settlements,
Grimston, Wartnaby,
Chadwell, Gaddesby and
Keyham.

Postulated tenth-century
Parish of Rothley

Ab Kettleby
artnaby

+
Chadwell with
Wycombe

Grimstont @
Saxelbye

Gaddesby

Rothley + + @Bbarsby
South Croxton® o &5
Wanlip @

An archaeological dig was carried out on The
Grange site in 2006, just to the north of the
present churchyard. Up to 300 Christian burials
from the period 680-980AD were discovered. It
is thought that many of these would have been
brought here to the mother church from the
Soke settlements.
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Norman stone building technology
was used in every settlement to build
enduring places of Christian worship.

Under the continuing Lordship of the

King, a start was made at Rothley in

the early 1100s

with the central <>
Nave and a small
Tower, high
enough to be the
tallest building in
the village.

Original Norman
¢ foundation

" stonework still
undergirds the
tower.

The North Aisle
was added in
1170, the upper
walls supported
on new round
pillars.




In 1231 Henry III gave
the Manor & Soke of
Rothley to the Knights
Templar to be a boost to
their income. Under
Templar patronage of the
church, the South Aisle
was added in about 1270, =F .
and the chancel extended  EEVSSTIFHRN VA
to its present
footprint.

.........

The Templar in stained
glass at Rothley Court
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By 1325 the Knights Hospitaller were
Lords of the Manor and Church
Patrons. The Tower was extended to
over 70 feet in height, and the Nave
raised to introduce extra light from
Clerestory windows.

This is the Catholic period, with

mit | services conducted in Latin from
 (alcdintmoum offinoiivigliti ~  a text in a Missal like this. The
- udio eméedati & vewifum sl meaning of the Christian Faith
: “‘wmmngﬂ'& was taught to the people by the
?igmm?g%u;gam&ﬁ priest. Attendance on Sundays
pﬁgfugpfpﬁ@na[gﬁm% - was an obligation.
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After the Reformation the head of the
Church of England became the reigning
Monarch, rather than the Pope in Rome.

Queen Elizabeth 1st established the local
church Parish as an arm of governance of
the people. Registers had to be kept of
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials.

Officials nominated in each Parish, under
supervision of Magistrates, looked after
local administration including the relief
of poverty.



TIIE BOOK |

oo
OF

HOLY BIBLE People became used to o arte it
reading and hearing the A
OIU_J_ \ ND NEW TESTAMENTS ScCri ptu res in En g I IS h frO m Sre s ,,,?,m <o o |
th e KI n g Ja mes BI b | e The mj:,l_,l_-,ili_:“D:mm |
e ( 1611 ) and to the TIE PSALTER O PSALMS OF DAVID |
memorable language of
the services from e

Cranmer’s Book of
Common Prayer (1662).

Thomas
Babington

William
Wilberforce

From 1565 to 1837 eight generations of the Babington family
were Lords of the Manor & Soke of Rothley. Many Babingtons
had distinguished careers in academia and the church. The last
Babington, Thomas (1758-1837) an MP, is well known for his
work with university chum William Wilberforce on the long
campaign to abolish the slave trade (1787-1807).

Thomas promoted the Rothley Enclosure Act of 1782 which
reorganized the open field strip farming system into more
efficient compact farms, the precursor to the modern
developments in Rothley.
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Revd. Richard Burton M.A.
In the doorway to the
Vestry he built in 1877

Vicar William Acworth built the first single
schoolroom in School Street in 1837. It was
enlarged into two rooms in 1871 and given a
grand frontage under Vicar Richard Burton.
Richard Burton came as Curate in 1858
under Vicar Henry Shackleton, becoming
Vicar after Shackleton’s death in 1869.
Without access to a pension, like many
Victorian Vicars, Burton remained in post
until his death in 1909.




Burton was very productive. In 1877 he drove the
programme to comprehensively renovate the crumbling
Elizabethan church structure. The
project cost about £250,000 at
today’s values. The chancel was
completely rebuilt from the
foundations up. A new vestry and
organ chamber was added on the
north eastern corner and entry
reworked through a new porch on
the north side. Interior floors were
refashioned to give the classic
Gothic ideal of steadily rising
towards the east end communion
table.

Burton embraced the new
manorial regime of Frederick Merttens after the
purchase of the Temple Estate in 1893, officiating at
Merttens’ wedding in Cheshire in 1896. When the new
Civil Parish Council was formed in 1894, Burton was its
first Chairman.

Burton’s new Gothic interior in a painting after the restoration




When Richard Burton became Vicar in 1871 he took on a church
building with major technical faults to do with roofs and walls and
floors being at the end of their life cycle. Then under it all was the
theological issue. The church interior layout had the feel of the plain
Elizabethan protestant about it. As part of his mindset he described it
thus:

Level floors from end to end, a three decker pulpit dominating
the nave, everybody seated in the high sided and secretive
worlds of often private box pews, and the singers with their
music high up in a gallery at the west end blocking out the
view into the Tower and the West window.

In 1897 Burton’s feelings about it were quoted in an article in the
Leicester Advertiser. Here are some of them:

“the uneven and damp floors with holes from dry-rot,
dangerous to walk over; the worm-eaten roofs, ready to
g fall of their own weight, dangerous to sit under;

the painted deal three-decker, as such erections were
commonly called, the clerk's desk, the officiating
clergyman's desk, and the pulpit rising by steps one
above the other, all facing West”

“the fine old Norman font (800 years old) supported on
a pedestal of common brickwork, the whole carefully
covered with a thick coat of plaster;

the chancel in such a hopeless state of damp and
decay that it had to be entirely rebuilt;

the exclusive pews, facing every way, some with
curtains, all more or less inconvenient”

“and then that noble lower arch, now one of the chief
features of beauty in the Church,

blocked up with an unsightly gallery for the singers,
its perfect proportions hidden behind a mass of
brickwork,

underneath the gallery itself being a coal house and
a receptacle for brooms, rubbish and dust”




Cﬁ{uﬂﬂqg el ’ﬂ{zyatmtinﬂ Eﬁmﬂ }qﬁunntﬁ.

B v

Payments. Receipts.
£ =4 £ s d
Original Contract with extra work 3225 10 11 Subscriptions ... . 2520 17 B
Rehanging the Bells and new Offertory Balances, 1875 6 & -8 214 16 3
* Ringing Floor i7s 'ty 8 Churchwardens’ Fund . “I197 0., ©
Church Lighting 108 2 o Bankers' Interest s @42 v
Church Furniture 76 7 3 Bazaar, July 1878, net Recelpts e 2y olsg
Churchyard Gates g2y 2 8 Sale of Work, January 1879. ditto 45 o 8
Organ refixing ... I0 0 O Village Concerts 50 8 6
Incidental Expenses, such as the Balance 723 6 10
faculty,” printing, advertising,
&c. ... 7 31 7 2
Architects’ Commission... 156 17 6
Clerk of Works 107 9 6
Altering Tower Clock 23 0 o0
£3935 12 8 £3935 12 8
SUBSCRIPTION LIST.
£ s d deeti8s 3
Mrs. Perry Herrick 350 o o - F.Woodcock, Esq. we 50 ML 0
Rev. Richard Burton ([115 sper:lalj 265 o o . Rev. Canon and Mrs. E. Rose
J. Tebbutt, Esq. .. 250 0 O | (£9. 10s. special) i 49 10 ©
H. R. Parker, Esq. (,{13 12s. 10d. | Leicester Church Extension Somety 40 0 ©
special) s I63.T2 10 ! Mrs. F. Woodcock 5 we 36 0 @
LIR Edmonds, Esq ({100 special) 125 0o o Mrs. Fead (special) 30 0 0
5, @& B Stanyon (£75. special) 82 7 o Alfred Brodhurst, Esq. ... 25 0 O
Major Dyson ... 50 0 © Rev. Gerard and Mrs. Hallett 25 0 O
W.H. Macaulay, Esq. ([20 spec1a1) 50 o o | Mrs, Hole v 25 0 0
Mrs. Rose g 50 © o | Mrs. Macaulay .. 25 0 o
Mrs. Archibald Smith .. 50 o o | George Parker, Esq. 25 0 o0
Mrs. Shackleton 50 o o ' Edward Warner, Esq. 25 0 ©




Rev. W. Acworth and family
C. A. Macaulay, Esq.
Anonymous
Rev. Canon Babmgton
Messrs. R. and F. and Miss Fowke
C. H. B. Hambly, Esq. . .
Mountsorrel Granite Company ...
Professor Bonamy and Mrs. Price
{2 S. Crossley, Esq.
ev. B. T. and Mrs. Atiay ({10
special)
Mrs. Tebbutt
Mrs. Burton
Mrs. Conybeare...
F, W, Clowes, Esq M.P.
Mrs. Dabbs ...
The Ven. Archdeacon Gray
Mrs. Kenneth Macaulay ...
Rev. John Macaulay
R. F. Martin, Esq.
T. W, Parr, Esq.
Sir ‘W. H., Salt, Bart,
I; Woolley, Esq.
udley Parr, Esq.
Mr and Mrs. J. Boulton..
Rev. O. Glover .
Mr. and Mrs. Edward chklmg and
Family &
Mrs. Joynes ...
Rothley House Cricket Club per
F. Woodcock, Esq. ...
Mrs. Matthew Babmgton
]. Bate Cardale, Esq.
Mr. J. T. Draycott .
Alfred Ellis, Esq. (the 1ate)
T. W. Jee, Esq
T. H. Kinton, Esq.
Messrs. Freer, Reeve, and Blunt
Mrs. J. S. Pagett
W. Somerville, Esq.
Rev. G. A. Acworth
R. Angrave, Esq.
Mr. Biddles
G. T. Clark, Esq.
Miss Crouch
Miss Dodgson
Rev. Conyingham Ellis ...
. S. Gilliat, Esq.
. S. Gun, Esq...

nght Hon. Lord]ohn Manners M P.

Rev. Joseph Mayor
W. J. Martin, Esq.
Mrs. S. Macaulay
Mrs. Miles

Mrs. Parr

Mrs. Paulson
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The Bishop of Peterborough
Sandbach Parker, Esq.
W. A. Pochin, Esq
Alfred Parker, Esq.
His Grace the Duke of Rutland
C. M. Sidley, Esq. o
F. Simpson, -Esq.
Mr. Taylor (the late)
E. H. Warner, Esq. T
T. Smith Woolley, Esq. ..
Cleaver Woodcock, Esq...
Miss M. A. Pagett
L. W, Cave, Esq., Q.C. .
Mr Joseph chkhng
r. [. King =
C E. Middleton, Esq (the late)
Rev. E. N. Pochin "
C. Shakespear, Esq.
Mr. G. E. Stanyon
George Thorpe, Esq.
Miss C. Odell ...
Mrs. Payne
Mrs. Eade
Mrs. A, Burton-Brown (spct:lal)
Mrs. Gisborne ...
Walter Bowmar, Esq.
William Bowmar, Esq. .
G. Braund, Esq. S
Rev. E. T, Cardale
W. M, Hewatt, Esq.
Mrs. Joseph chkllng and daughters
H. Humphreys, Esq. ...
Rev. J. Fuller ...
C. T. Parker, Esq.
G. Sikes, Esq.
Mr, Henry Taylor
Rev. R. Titley ...
Mrs. Thompson
Messrs. Thomson and Ranson
{{Wzgram Esq.
enry Babington, Esq. .
T. Brooks, Esq.
Rev. J. W. Fletcher
Friends
Rev. Edward Gillson ...
Rev. W. E. James [thelate)
Miss Miles
Major Palmer ...
Rev. H. B. Vale
Miss Tilley
Miss S. Woodbridge
Miss Hollier
Mrs. Hellaby
Miss Baker
The Princess J. de Gagalene (IO
Russian roubles) .
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Lw 18 s £ 8 ds
Professor Churchill Bablngton I T © | Mr. Jacob Nurse 1 0o o
Mr. S. Baines 1 1 0 | E. B. Osborn, Esq. I o o
George Cardale, Esq. 1 1 o | Rev.F.H. Richardson I 0 0
Miss Cardale ... 1 1 o | Mrs. Rudkin 1 0o o
Captain Cardale, R.N. I 1 o | MrF. Sleath 1 0o o
Rev. T. Drake ... 1 1 o | Mr Winterton ... 1 0 O
Mr. C. W. Hunt 1 1 o | Mr William Woolston (the late) 1 0 0
Miss Huskisson 1 1 o | MissCox & 012 O
Mr. T. Palmer ... 1 1 o | Mr C. Steel 010 O
Rev. G. Packer... I T @ Mrs. J. Spencer 010 O
Mr. R. P. Rudkin . T I @ Mr. J. Bitch ... 010 O
W, H. Tanqueray, Esq. ... E T © Miss H. C. Vale - 010 O
Rev. Canon Vaughan 1 1 0 Mr. J. Tyler and children 010 ©
Rev. E. T, Vaughan 1 1 0 Mrs. Woolston ... " o 7 9
Mr. W. Webster I I o Miss A. Bunney o 7 6
Miss Astill B o I 0 © Mrs. James Bradshaw o 7 0
A Rothley Worklng Man 1 o o | Mr T. Bunney.. g o 5 o
F. E. Babington, Esq. I 0 0 | Redmond Babmgton, Esq. o 5 o0
Mr. C, Bream I © O | Mr. Booth " g o 5 0
Hon. and Rev. A. Byron 1 o o | Mr J. Emerson 0 5 0
Rev. W. Clarke 1 o o | Mrs, Fretsome ... o 5 o
Rev. L. L. Cooper I oo Mr. T. Green o 5 0
Mr. Jesse Freer i I 0 O Rev. A. H. Pearse 0o 5 ©
Ven. Archdeacon Fearon 1 o o0 Mr. W, Spence ... o 5 0
Rev. S. Gillson .. 1 0 0 Mr. Rushin o 5 o
Captain Gillsen, R.N. . I o o0 Mr. Walker o 5 0
Mr. Joseph Hu:klmg (the late) 1 o o | Sumsunder ss. ... 115 3
Miss Hickling I o o | EE——
Rev. J. B. Harrison I o o £2520 17 8
L. Johnson, Esq. I o o s
Miss Macaulay ... 1 o o

The cost of the following special gifts is included in the Subscription List:—

Reredos, Litany Stool, Retable Candlesticks, 2 Silver-Gilt Patens, a Flagon, a Font
Ewer, Brass Altar Book Desk, by ]. R. Edmonds, Esq.

Pulpit, Chancel Coronz, South Aisle Altar Tomb Restoration, by Rev. Richard Burton.

Tower Window, by Mrs. G. E. Stanyon.

Sanctuary Lights, by Mrs. Fead.

Lectern, by Rev. B. T. Atlay.

North Aisle Altar Tomb Restoration, by H. R. Parker, Esg.

Alms Dish, by Mrs. A. Burton-Brown.

The Rood Cross, by W, H. Macaulay, Esq.

The Church is also indebted to Miss Miles, of Keyham, for a handsomely worked
Altar Cloth, and to Mrs. Bennet, of Marston Trussels Hall, for Pulpit Antependium and
6 Offertory Bags to match and for Communion Linen; also to Mr. F. Morley for Surplice
Material, and to many ladies for their kindness in making up the same.

RICHARD BURTON, VICAR,

FREDERIC FOWKE,| . o coens, - Restoration Committee
JOHN TEBBUTT, J ~HURCHWARDENS, = [0 .

FREDERIC WOODCOCK,




After the death of Thomas Babington as Church
Patron in 1837, the patronage (the right to
nominate the next Vicar) became a piece of
property that was bought and sold. Eventually it
came to rest in the permanent control of the
Martyrs Memorial Trust. The purpose of the Trust is
to put Vicars in place who will in its judgement best
safeqguard advance and promote the Protestant and
Evangelical teaching of the Church of England. The
martyrs remembered are the Bishops Cranmer,
Ridley, Latimer, Hooper and Ferrer, who were all
burnt at the stake for the Protestant religion.

The memorial edifice in
the St Giles area of Oxford
to those martyred Bishops,
three of whom were burnt
at the stake in Oxford.



Image courtesy of Adrian Witcombe

Image courtesy of Adrian Witcombe

The tryptic Reredos at the east end of the north aisle,
painted by Miss Goddard.

The Great War deeply affected the
Village, and led to the building of a
magnificent commemorative Organ
by subscription in memory of the 33
men who died. The painted tryptic
in the north aisle lists their names
in beautiful artwork.

Many interior changes have been
made to keep the church suitable
for a modern congregation. Holy
Communion is now celebrated at
a simple table amongst the
people on a low platform in front
of the medieval screen.



The roll of Incumbents since 1277.
Image courtesy of Adrian Witcombe



